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01 Three generations of the Angelicoussis family: John and
daughter Maria with a photograph of John’s father, Anthony, who
founded Anangel Shipping (Photograph: Gillian Whittaker)

Premium pages

for him. “My father chose to become a radio
operator, to avoid the responsibilities of
being a captain, or so he thought. During
the war he was torpedoed twice carrying
goods for the Allied cause, for which he
received two medals from the Greek
government. Subsequently he was picked
up by British intelligence and sent to
Cairo, where he trained as a parachutist
and was then sent to Crete.”
He spent two years there, participating in
the kidnapping of German general Heinrich
Kreipe in 1944, and was awarded two more
medals by the British after the war.
In the middle of the civil war in Greece,
Angelicoussis’ father married Maria, nee
Papalios. Her brother was a shipowner in
the early 1950s and very prominent until
the 1980s. She urged her husband to
become an owner as well, claiming she was
embarrassed to be married to a radio
operator.
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John Angelicoussis is among the elite of the world’s
private shipowners, respected for his acumen and
foresight. He can often seem severe — smiles are a rarity
— but beneath that strict exterior lies a quirky sense of
humour and the ability to tell a great tale. Here he shares
his family’s fascinating history with Gillian Whittaker
and opens his personal photographic archive to TW+
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In the southern Peloponnese region of
mainland Greece is a village called
Kardamyli (pronounced Kar-dah-mee-lee).
Nearly 400km to the northeast, on the
island of Chios, lies the village of Kardamyla
(Kar-dah-mee-la). And here’s the
connection, as John Angelicoussis explains.
“My family comes from Mani, in the
South Peloponnese. In the
mid-18th century they moved to north
Chios, which was uninhabited at the time,
and named the place Kardamyla. The
purpose of the relocation was piracy;
attacking vessels sailing from the Black
Sea to the Mediterranean.”
The 1821 Greek revolution and the 1822
Chian massacre sent them back to their
place of origin, Kardamyli in Mani, until
1857, when they returned to their adopted
homeland, even though Chios was still
under Turkish rule. The family then turned
to what Angelicoussis calls a “more
legitimate occupation”, becoming
shipowners, starting with sailing boats.
“My great-grandfather, Anthony, was the
most prominent member of this period. He
was active during the late 19th and early
20th century. Rumour has it he was the
inventor of flags of convenience. In his
room on the boat he had a drawer full of
flags of the Mediterranean countries that
he visited. He hoisted the flag according to
the port he called at.”
The family’s name was originally Poniros,
which means “cunning”. During the 1870s
it changed to Angelikousis — which means
“come to hear the Angel sing”.
“Unfortunately, this trait has not been
inherited by any current member of the
family. I suppose there were too many
cunning people around, and they somehow
had to differentiate them,” he says wryly. “My
grandfather was rather uninspiring. He lost
all the family money, including his wife’s.”
Consequently, Angelicoussis’ father,
Anthony, could not attend university after
high school, which was always a sore point
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Angelicoussis’
ancestors... they
were no angels!
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